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Summary: Senior Smiles and Wellness project, conducted at University
of the Pacific Arthur A. Dugoni dental school, had the aim of providing
dental care to seniors and elderly individuals who may not have access to
such care due to financial or logistical reasons. A team of volunteer
dental students, supervised by licensed dental professionals, provided
dental screenings to seniors at the school clinic. The dental students
used their training to provide dental screenings while also gaining
valuable experience working with the elderly population.

Significance: The Senior Smiles and Wellness event was successful in
providing dental care to seniors and elderly individuals who may have
otherwise gone without it. The project allowed the dental students to gain
practical experience and develop their interdisciplinary skills while also
giving back to the community. The project also highlighted the need for
more dental care services for elderly individuals, especially those who
may not have access to affordable dental care.The event also highlighted
the importance of community outreach and volunteer projects in
addressing this need. The dental school plans to continue conducting
similar projects in the future, with the hope of reaching more elderly
individuals in need of dental care.

Acknowledgements: We would like to express our gratitude to the school
for allowing us to conduct this project, as well as to the faculty who
supervised our work. We would particularly like to thank Professor Miller,
Carol Weinstein, Eric Bertumen, Karl Pfeifer and Dan Soine for helping
put on the event. We would also like to thank the seniors who participated
in the project and trusted us with their care. Finally, we would like to
acknowledge the hard work and dedication of the students who
volunteered their time and skills to make this project a success.
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